26

Love Walk
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It has been another
busy and rewarding
year for the
residents and staff
of Love Walk. Some
of our residents
returning to live an

Jacqueline Perdrix-

independent life has
Howard,

Registered Manager been a particular

highlight for us. We
are all here to encourage the residents to
find themselves again and to see their
confidence return is fantastic.

Integration within our community is key
as we encourage rehabilitation and many
of our residents like to be involved within
the community. Our residents are inspired
by members of their community and like
to give back themselves. It is acts like
these that build on the strengths of the
individuals supporting them on their road
to recovery.

We also continue to build upon the
strong relationships with local churches
such as Grove Chapel and the URC. Many
of our residents participate in religious

activities such as Bible study, Sunday
services and lunch clubs, which plays an
important role in life at Love Walk,
supporting the Christian ethos at Mission
Care. I consider it a real blessing to have
these links at Love Walk.

A wide range of activities have taken
place this year as we have a diverse
group of residents. There have been a
great number of multicultural events at
London’s Southbank for example. These
have been very popular among our
residents, allowing them to spend time

away from Love Walk enjoying time
away from the home in different
environments. The creation of a
vegetable patch has created the
opportunity for lots of cookery sessions
using the residents own produce. This
activity inspired independence and
responsibility as well as developing
team work, a very worthwhile

activity indeed!

2012 is set to be an exciting year for all
at Love Walk as we celebrate its 100th
birthday which is a great blessing.
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To mark this special milestone of social
care in Denmark Hill there will be a
number of exciting events taking place.
Our residents will, of course, play a huge
part in this celebration and have already
started creating a piece of art to mark
this event.

I look forward to welcoming residents,
both past and present, along with
supporters new and old, to Love Walk as
we celebrate this centenary celebration!

Penny Brice, Activities
Coordinator

I began at Love Walk in March 2011

as a volunteer, I had connections with
Love Walk through my previous job
and had spoken with Jacqueline on a
number of occasions. I was looking for
a career change and decided I would
like to go in to care so I approached
Jacqueline regarding volunteer work.

[ wasn’t quite sure what I had to offer
to the residents but knew I wanted to
deepen my understanding of other
people’s needs. Jacqueline was very
encouraging and assured me that I did
indeed have something to give to Love
Walk and that I would soon discover it
as I volunteer. So I began volunteering
one to two days per week and worked
closely with Mags who complimented
the residents creative sparks. When
Mags left to return to uni I knew I
would love to be the activity
coordinator, as Jacqueline was right,

I did have something to give to Love
Walk, I just had to discover it!

Going forward, Love Walk could
definitely gain something from Schools
visiting. They are a very interesting
group and have a lot to offer others so
it would be a benefit to the students as
well as the residents. I am sure that
they would love to have some music
student’s visit.

Phillipa, Resident

‘Love Walk has given

me so much
independence and
helped me rebuild my
life, I am proof that
you can recover and
live life again.’
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Many changes have
taken place at
Morton House this
year. The new
refurbishments have
now finished, and
we are delighted to
now have two
brand new day
room facilities built for our residents on
both the first and second floors.

The real significance of the renovations
is to create more space for activities and
more personal space for residents. We are

House

looking forward to the completion of the
other facilities and are making plans to
develop the garden area for our residents
with flower beds and a herb garden. With
the new refurbishments and the change
of use of some of the rooms, I am
hopeful that this will ensure we give
even better quality care to our residents.

In early February we celebrated 20 years
of care in Lewisham. We were joined by
previous and current residents, their
relatives, supporters and staff for a
celebratory party and a thanksgiving

service to commemorate our anniversary.

It was great to see so many guests attend
and commend the supportive community
that exists at Morton House.

There has been a diverse and
encouraging change in the activities and
events in and away from the home. It is
great to see so many groups of residents
going on a number of varied trips away
from the home visiting new
environments as well as extending our
relationships with schools and churches.

The pastoral support that we sustain
from our local churches is vital to the
everyday lives and wellbeing of our

residents. We continue to nurture our
relationships with the Hither Green
Baptist Church, alongside Rev. Honest,
Steve Taylor from the London City
Mission, and Pastor Joshua from the
Spirit and Life Bible Church.

We continue to develop the role of the
Senior Carer at Morton House and are
continuing to work towards the Gold
Standard Framework Accreditation at a
steady progress. The new staff room
and changing facilities within the home
have helped to improve the working
environment. Staff have been hands on

with new mandatory training including
customer care within our homes.

We value all members of staff at
Morton House and I would like to
acknowledge everyone at Mission Care
for their hard work that contributes to
the lives of our residents.

Jonathan Crisp, Chief Executive, David Evans, Human Resources
Director with Steve Taylor from the London City Mission

Morton House celebrates
20 years of care

In February residents of Morton House,
were joined by relatives, friends,
supporters and staff as they celebrated
20 years of care in Lewisham.

Morton House was first opened in 1991
and since then has provided care for a
great number of people in and around
the borough of Lewisham. Previous
residents and managers even joined them
to celebrate this special anniversary.

Events took place which included a
service of thanksgiving led by Pastor
Joshua of the Spirit and Life Bible
Church. Residents and guests enjoyed a
birthday cake provided by our caterers
Pride Catering, and refreshments.

A celebratory party was held in late
February which was also well attended.
Geoff Dean, Chairman of Trustees
along with Reverend Honest of the
Hither Green Baptist church recognised
the home’s achievements of the past
two decades and acknowledged the
contributions of our supporters as well
as the achievements of our staff.

A special commemorative publication
was produced in honour of this
birthday allowing our residents and
guests the opportunity to read about
the history of Morton House.

Donations were kindly received
throughout the month of February
which was used to fund a summer trip
for our residents early this year.

It has been a year for celebrations at
Morton House as two of our residents
become centenarians complete with
receiving a telegram from the Queen.
These were, of course, celebrated by our
residents and their relatives and friends.




It has been an
exciting year as
Willett House was
accredited in
January as a ‘Gold’
home at ‘commend’
level. This was in
recognition of the
excellent end of life
care that is provided to residents in
Chislehurst by the Gold Standards
Framework.

We are always continuing to support this
ensuring our residents receive the best
possible care. It is a huge achievement

for Mission Care, as Mary Daly, Deputy
Manager at Willett House explains,
‘we’ve been working towards the Gold

Standard Framework for several years. We

are delighted that our efforts have been
formally recognised.’

We have recently welcomed Kim
Baldacchino to Willett House as the new
Registered Manager. Kim is a qualified

nurse for adults with learning difficulties

and has a total of 14 years experience as
a manager working for the NHS Trust.

‘I am very excited to be a part of Mission
Care and am looking forward to the
challenges ahead. I am very lucky to be

part of an excellent team of staff who are
very passionate about what they do. The
relatives are amazingly friendly too; you
can feel the community that has been
created here at Willett House.’

We are confident that Kim'’s person
centred approach to care will
complement the way in which we work

here at Mission Care. Please join us as we

welcome Kim to Willett House.

Our residents have enjoyed many trips
out this year which have included the
Blue Bell Railway and outings to
different seaside towns. It is important
that our residents enjoy engaging in

outdoor activities interacting with
others whilst reminiscing about their
past experiences.

In 2012 we plan to improve the facilities
at Willett House including a 1950’s feel
to the residents activities lounge
complete with 50’s style wallpaper and
furniture as well as a record player! We
are aiming to create a warm and
welcoming area where residents can
engage with each other enhancing
communication and social skills.

Parking facilities are also set to be
improved this year making Willett
House more accessible to our relatives,

of Chislehurst,
nd loving home,
person-centred
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friends and supporters which will
certainly make a difference to those
visiting Willett House.

We are currently supporting relatives
suggestions to create a commemorative
feature in our garden. Students from
Hadlow College will be completing the
design work. This demonstrates our
close connections with our community.

We are ever thankful for the support we
receive from our relatives and
supporters and believe that without the
community feel that is apparent here at
Willett House, it wouldn’t be the home
that it is today.

Gillian Ross, daughter of
Joan Ross resident of
Willett House

I have definitely had a positive experience
with Mission Care compared to Mum’s
previous residence! Due to progression
with illness, Mum had to move and
staff here at Willett House have
handled Mum’s behaviour very well.
She feels at home here and everyone is
her friend which is very important for
me as her daughter to know.

Mum is a practising Christian and the
regular visits from the local churches
are very important to her. The
activities that are available here are
great and I think it is wonderful that
there are so many trips out. Mum
really enjoys the flower arranging, she
used to be a prized flower arranger in
her previous years!

It is great to see Mum so happy; I
know that she appreciates what is
being done here. I can walk away
happy knowing that she is being well
cared for. The staff here are great, even
down to the small things like self
image, the tiny things make all the
difference. Mum is very colour
coordinated, if she has a pink top on
she will have matching pink slippers
on and the staff always follow this,
they respect her choice, her dignity.

There is a very warm family
atmosphere among the residents, other
relatives and staff, I think that this has
been created by the layout of Willett
House, the wings make it unique. Good
relationships have been built and we
all show concern for each other’s
loved ones.




Our Work Overseas

The main focus of attention for Mission Care International
this year has been in India.

The plans for the new orphanage in Suryapet were
completed and agreed and building works commenced in
May. The orphanage is run by the Living God Baptist
Church, Suryapet with regular funds raised by Earls Hall
and Hadleigh Baptist Churches, both based in Essex.
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Mission Care is matching funds raised by
the Essex churches for the building work
as well as providing planning and
project management support for the
LGBC Orphanage.

The completed facility will provide living
space for up to 100 children as well as
on-site accommodation for the wardens.

Progress has been rapid and the first
phase is nearing completion. This phase
includes the wardens’ accommodation,
five dormitories, a study room and the
shower and toilet block. Phase two will
see the completion of the permanent
kitchen and a much needed store room.
This should be completed in early 2012.

We’ve also continued to fill a shipping
container with beds and other equipment
ready to forward to the Vuyiroli Welfare
Society Home for the Elderly and
Destitute in Chennai. All being well this
will be full and on its way in early 2012.
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We were also delighted to have been able
to present a cheque for £4,267.50 to
Vuyiroli that had been raised through
Jonathan Crisp’s South Coast bike ride

in September.

The care provided though the work of
Vuyiroli is excellent and we continue to
explore ways that we can develop an
effective ongoing partnership with them.

Finally, we've made good progress
towards completing the Sunshine project
in Naivasha, Kenya. This project provides
a home for street boys in Naivasha and is
in partnership with Footsteps
International. The dormitory for the older
boys is nearly finished which just leaves
some additional accommodation for staff
and some minor landscaping outstanding,

We continue to be excited by this aspect
of our work and are delighted at the
impact it has on the lives of those it aims

to support.

We are grateful for the prayers,
time and financial support of
the many individuals and
organisations who continue to
support the work of Mission
Care overseas.

If you would like more
information about any of our
projects or wish to contribute to
this work, please contact Andrew
Scott, Group Services Director on
andrew.scott@missioncare.org.uk
or call 020 8289 7935.
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Fundraising Success

The work of Mission Care in both South East London
and internationally has profited enormously thanks
to the generosity of our supporters, voluntary
donations and fundraising activities.

Fundraising events continue to contribute
to the life and daily activities held in our
homes. Sarah Smith, Finance Officer
explained ‘it’s nice to see a constant flow
of donations in support of all of our
fundraising events and the high number of
regular givers!

This year has witnessed a wide variety of
events from sponsored walks, cycle rides,
fishing trips and also musical concerts.

In early September Jonathan Crisp,
Executive Director took on the ‘sole of
England’ challenge which saw him cycle
465 miles over six days. The journey saw
him travel from Land’s End through to
Deal in Kent. The phenomenal bike ride
has raised over £4,000 so far. The funds
raised will go to the Vuyiroli centre in
Chennai, India a home for the elderly
and the destitute.

We’d be delighted if you
would like to support our
work in Bromley, Lewisham
and Southwark, and you
recognise the positive
difference that we make to
the lives of our residents
and also our work overseas.

You can do this by donating
to us on a regular basis or
taking part in a fundraising
challenge, or remembering
Mission Care in your legacy.

You can do this by donating to us on a
regular basis or taking part in our
fundraising challenge, or remembering
Mission Care in your legacy.

How to donate

Online:

Visit our website where you can find the
direct links to our Virgin Money Giving
Page and Just Giving Pages.

Post:

You can make a donation by post to our
Support Centre: The Living Building,

3 Sherman Road, Bromley, Kent, BR1 3JH

Phone:
You can make donations of up to £10 by
just sending a text message.

Staff sponsored walk

In August, employees from Mission Care including
activity coordinators, carers and support centre staff
completed a 15 mile sponsored walk. The walk saw ten
of our staff travel between all of our Mission Care
homes. The challenge was completed in a fantastic time
of seven and a half hours, raising over £1,000 for the

daily activities in our homes.

JustTextGiving is a new service which is
free to use and guarantees that 100% of
your gift is received by Mission Care.
Simply text the word MICA 10 followed by
the amount you wish to give to the
number 70070.

To the homes:
You can also make donations in any of our
Mission Care homes.

Brix

Mission Care’s charity shop, Brix is
located on Chatterton Road, close to our
Bickley homes. The shop was opened in
1994 and refurbished in 2010. A year on
our charity shop still continues to be a
prominent part of Mission Care’s
voluntary income.

Annual Fly Fishing

Our Annual Fly Fishing event took place in early May at Duncton
Mill in Sussex and raised just under £2,000 for the charity this year.

Summer Events

Our annual summer events continue to be well attended

and take place throughout the summer months of July and
August. Residents both previous and current, relatives and
friends unite together to mark our summer celebrations.

Close to £4,500 was raised to support and enhance the

daily activities that are provided for our residents.

Charity Concert

In early June, more than 200 guests including our
residents, members of staff and supporters attended
the Mission Care Charity concert in London. The
American Festival Choir gave a fantastic
performance and the audience enjoyed a wonderful
evening, raising just under £1,000 for Mission Care.

Pat who runs the Charity shop and has
been working for Brix for eleven years

commented ‘I find working here very
rewarding; the shop is located in a small
village and everybody knows everybody
else. It will be great to see some new faces
coming through the door!’

Come along and visit Brix when you're
next in the area, and pick out a treat whilst
supporting Mission Care.

Opening hours

Monday 9am - 4pm

We are always extremely thankful to

Tuesday 9am - 4pm
CLOSED

9am- 4pm

receive donations of saleable goods during

HismE opening hours. Please do not leave items

Thursday outside Brix when we are closed.
Friday
Saturday

Sunday

9am - 4pm
9am - 4pm
CLOSED

55 Chatterton Road, Bromley, Kent, BR2 9QQ
Tel: 020 8289 7921
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